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Oakland Police homicide SgtJohn^ 
.'(^reasp the first to admit he iniiially 
htSbing. nothing at all” in the way 
of clues to the murder of a 24-year-old 
convenience store clerk. 

But within two weeks, thanks to a 
$25,000 reward, a courageous ‘"form- 
ant, hidden recording devices and tried 
and proven police techniques, four peo¬ 
ple were in custody and charged with 
the murder of clerk Francwco 

Based on Municipal Court docu¬ 
ments and interviews with ‘nv^tiga- 
tors, this is how police investigat^ the 
case and arrested the suspects with the 
help of a “Mr. ^ 

It was Sunday, Feb. 13, when Villar 
was shot without provocation by rob¬ 
bers' who took less than $50 from the 
cash register at the 7-Eleven Store in 
Se 4700 block of MacArthur Boulevard 

was^also the last day of the week- 
lone homicide standby Vargas and his 
Dartner Set. Frank Mellott pull every 
four weeks. It had been an unev®”tful 
week for the two investigators, who had 
only one accidental shooting death that 
required their presence o"the scene 
But just after 1 a.m. Sunday, Var 
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fingerprints off thfdoor to the store 
But what he al' had was a store 
surveillance cam^ that was not acti¬ 
vated and few dfl^ils from four wit 
nesses inside the Jore when the rob- 
bery-shooting occufted. 

The first thingJ>e „ 

the police press rlease of the killing, 
eavFng out detailslhat reporters consi¬ 
der essential but | hat police like to 
keep for themsel 
killers and investi^ 

Those included 
the getaway car, t 
suspects were armei 

scarves covering thu. -- 

A check was made with the robbery 
section to see if thfe had any sundar 
cases, but where n&ne was shot. Th 
fingerprints of p<*sible suspects i 
those cases were Compared with the 
prints recovered at the store to no 

^'^^By then two dayfchad passed and the 
iusually unspoken awge of homicide in- 
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vestigators was starting to be felt. If 
you don’t have the suspect within 24 
hours, you’ll never have him. 

Then Vargas got the break that 
helped lead to the suspects. Southland 
Corporation, the parent company of 7- 
Eleven put up a $25,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest and 
indictment of the suspects. 

The Tribune printed a story about 
the reward Feb. 16 and police distribut¬ 
ed hundreds of fliers. The wait started. 

The first call police received about 
the case after the reward was an¬ 
nounced came Feb. 22. 

A message was left for Vargas on 
the recording machine homicide inves¬ 
tigators use when not in their office. 

Vargas called back when he came to 
work. “I know who killed the clerk at 
the 7-11,” said the voice over the phone. 
After some more conversation Vargas 
i asked the man to come to the police 
department after he got off work. 

^ Later that day a man Vargas pre¬ 
fers to call ”Mr. X” came in and start- 
5 ed talking. He admitted he was mainly 
I interested in the reward but also said 
5 he was disturbed by what had hap- 
► pened. 

“At first I was a little doubtful,” 

' Vargas recalled. “Most of what he was 
saying was stuff that was in the pa¬ 


pers.” 

But when the man started giving de¬ 
tails about the shooting that had not 
been made public Vargas realized he 
had something. 

Mr. X reportedly told Vargas and 
Mellott he had heard that an Albert 
Williams, whom he knew, had been 
bragging about killing a store clerk. 
And, Vargas said, Mr. X claimed Wil¬ 
liams and another man, Malcolm Mol- 
sone, even carried a newspaper clipping 
about the death. The informant also had 
a possible third suspect, but he only had 
the man’s first name — Frank. 

Continuing, Mr. X said that on Feb. 
17, he went for a drive with Williams. 
During a conversation, Williams alleg¬ 
edly told Mr. X that the clerk was shot 
because “he moved like he was reach¬ 
ing for something.” 

(Vargas said the clerk was only 
ducking from the gun pointed at him.) 

Mr. X said that three days later he 
telephoned Williams and again asked 
him if he and Molsone “really did the 7- 
11 store” to which Williams allegedly 
replied they had. 

In the course of the interview with 
Mr. X on FelA 22 Vargas had him iden-' 
tify photographs of Williams and Mol- 
sone. Mr. X w^also asked by the in- 

See^LVED, Page C-12 
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vestigators to contact Williams again 
and get more infomation. 

“I wanted sonrething to substantiate 
the truthfulness of his statements and 
make sure he did not have a grudge,” 
Vargas said. 

Meanwhile, Vargas had the finger¬ 
prints of the two men compared with 
the prints from the store door. But 
there was no match. He and Mellott 
also poured over hundreds of reports 
trying unsuccessfully to get a last name 
for Frank. 

On Feb. 24 Mr. X gave police 
Frank’s last name — Hunter. 

Four days after that. Mr. X called 
police again and said Williams had told 
him what happened at the store. Mol- 
sone, Mr. X said Williams told him. 


fumnpi^fh^ ‘ Hunter 

^mped the counter and grabbed the 

money out of the register. Williams 
according to Mr. X. said he had only 
fmed a warning shot into the ceiling and 

lia^ ^ driven by Wil¬ 

liams 16-year-old girlfriend 

Vargas and Mellott now had the 
players and the scenario but they still 
needed evidence to stand up ta coJA 
and support the informant’s statements 

FpK X’s call on 

Feb. 28. the sergeants got their fiiit 

®'lu®"®^- ^*’® lab no¬ 
tified them that Hunter’s left palm 

print matched one taken from the exft. 
rior of the store’s glass door 
• "ceding more, Vargas corf, 
meed Mr. X to meet William^^gain 
March 1 with a tape recorder. Polic| 
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